
Yay! It’s Summer!
Finally! Summertime!  This is the 
time of year to enjoy freedom from 
school schedules, relax, travel, and 
experience new things.  As artists I 
ask you to please do all of this with a 
heightened sense of awareness--
notice everything around you.  Don’t 
just let the summer pass you by, time 
will pass quickly and my wish for you 
is to be able to soak it all up!

The AP Portfolio
The AP Studio Art courses are 
portfolio based exams.  Familiarize 
yourself with the AP Studio Art: 2D 
Design or Drawing courses on the 
College Board website.  There are 
examples of different levels of 
portfolios and an explanation of the 
whole process of submission.  This 
course is not like taking a “test.”  You 
are STEADILY working towards 
completion of your portfolio--which is 
your exam.  The portfolio exam is 
divided into three sections: Selected 
Works, Sustained Investigation, and 
Range of Approaches.  All work will 
be due to me on April 30, 2019.

The purpose of summer 
assignments is to alleviate the 
pressure of creating 24 pieces 
during the school year.  The 
foundation you lay this summer 
will allow you to create a strong 
portfolio, for not only the AP exam, 
but also for college submissions and 
art shows.  This work is for YOU, 
because you will be exploring ideas 
and themes that appeal to you and 
spark your interests.  The quality 

of the work you produce this 
summer will be a strong indicator 
of how your portfolio will progress 
during the school year.

Summer assignments are broken 
up into two sections: RESEARCH/
SKETCHBOOK (R/S) and 
PROJECTS (P).  Each section will 
be explained on   the back page.

Purpose & Two Things--

R/S  This is an example of how a student used 
her sketchbook to document birds.  Notice 
that all of the space is used, items are taped & 
stapled in, and ideas are documented.

R/S These pages are observational drawings.  
Notice the detailed notes that accompany each 
drawing.  These drawings and notes will lead to 
final projects, and as such can be submitted as 
an image in the portfolio.

R/S This student is looking at how artist 
Monica Cook uses different elements and 
principles of art to create her work.  This 
information will help form the students own 
personal work.
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Keeping a 
Sketchbook
The first part of your summer 
assignments is to keep a 
sketchbook.  Your sketchbook can 
be in any format and be kept in 
whatever way is comfortable or 
fun for you.  It can be traditional 
or it can be handmade and put 
together in any number of 
different ways.  The important 
thing is that you are drawing, 
recording ideas, and making 
informed marks in it everyday.  I 
am attaching an article on 
keeping a sketchbook.  Read it.  
Cut it out and paste it in your 
sketchbook.  Follow its advice.  
It’s good.  

WHAT I EXPECT TO SEE IN YOUR 
SKETCHBOOKS--
I expect to see full pages, don’t 
just draw a little something in the 
center of the page and call it done.

I expect for your to draw at least 
10 minutes a day.  Even if it’s not 
your best, it is better than 
nothing. Practice is what will 
make you better.  Keep all of your 
mistakes.  I want to see them.  It 
is how you grow.

I expect at least 50% of your daily 
drawing to be from 
OBSERVATION.

I expect for you to WRITE about 
things that interest you, artists 
that you like, and things you want 
to explore further.  Research and 
document these things!

PROJECTS!
Below you will find a list of project prompts.  Choose 4.  These are due the 
first week of school.  Keep project sizes smaller than 18x24, I really prefer 
9x12-ish and smaller.  Don’t try to be perfect.  No one has time for that.  
Make art, have fun, and enjoy the happy accidents.  
**Take A TON of reference photos and use them as your sources.  Do not 
plagiarize other people’s intellectual property.  Carefully read this portion 
of the AP Studio Art website.

1. Create a portrait or self-portrait that expresses a specific 
mood/emotion: anger/rage, melancholy/loneliness, 
happiness/joy, etc. Work with lighting, values, color to 
enhance the psychological atmosphere. Consider the 
environment/setting. Research portrait artists for 
inspiration. 

2. A close up of a bicycle/tricycle from an unusual angle. Not 
just a side view. MUST include shadow. Work from a photo 
that YOU take. 

3. Still life arrangement of at least 3 reflective objects. 
Something should be reflected in the objects. Render as 
accurately as you can. Again, research still life.

4. Expressive landscape. Use expressive color similar to the 
Fauvists or the Der Blaue Reiter. Take a photo to work 
from or draw from observation. If you have the ability to 
digitally alter a photograph--do it.  

5. Extreme close-up of food, almost to the point of 
abstraction. Very detailed. Cut up fruits and veggies and 
look closely at the insides for interesting abstract qualities. 
Use color.

6. Create a colorful design for a handbag, clothing, chair, etc. 
Research Trina Turk’s bags and the psychedelic art 
movement.

7. Hands drawing. Create a drawing of your hands (or 
photograph someone’s for reference) arranged in a variety 
of poses. 

8. Draped Figure. Drape a person in clothing with lots of 
folds. A sheet works well. The point is to show the correct 
proportions of the figure and to carefully render the 
intricate folds. Including the subject will make this 
drawing even better. 

9. Research Zines and Chapbooks.  Create one...or two!
10.Surrealism. Research the surrealist artists (historical and 

contemporary). Read what the surrealist state about their 
work. Create a work in the surrealist style. You may want 
to do this as a mixed media piece. Have fun with it! 


